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Teachers” Status and Role in the Learning—centered Classroom

—An Understanding Based on the Reflection on '"Teacher—dominant Role"

Chen Youqing

Abstract: In the learning—centered classroom, student learning should be the center or main part of the classroom
teaching process. In order to understand this, it is necessary to re—understand the role of teacher in the teaching process
on the basis of reflection on the currently most popular concept of "teacher—dominant role", The "dominant theory" is
originated from the Soviet Union, and its original meaning is to highlight teachers” "dominant" status in the teaching
process, as well as their "control, dominance and decision" role in the learning process of students. At present, there are
some overall problems of our domestic understanding of the teacher—dominant role: tending to understand the concept of
"dominant" as "being the main part, dominance, control, and decision"; failing to define the meaning of "dominant" in
relation to the student’s subjective role; believing that dominance is the full role of teachers; regarding lecturing as the
main approach of the dominant role. These problems mainly reflect that the understanding of the teacher’s role in the
"dominant theory" is still too extensive and general, which could not deeply reveal and clearly clarify the mechanism,
function and concrete approach of teacher’s role from the perspective of being related to student’s subjective role. The role
of teacher in the learning—centered classroom should be comprehended from the perspective of complex thinking, on the
basis of the relationship between teacher’s role and its major influential factors, and with the comprehensive
understanding of various dimensions such as the mechanism, function, approach, and space occupation of the teacher’s
role.
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