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Teaching for Responsibility: The Conceptual Clarification and
Boundary Demarcation of Teachers’ Professional Responsibilities

SU Qi-min
( School of Education Guangzhou University Guangzhou Guangdong 510006 China)

Abstract: As vocational personnel teachers’ professional responsibilities are their professional qualities. By the influence
of viewpoint of “professional right first” the researches of teachers’ professional responsibility haven’ t been got enough at—
tention in China. Two problems are caused by this status. On one hand the concept of “teachers’ professional responsibili—
ty” tends to be confused or replaced by other concepts such as “teachers’ occupational responsibility” or “teachers’ pro—
fessional obligation”. Therefore it is necessary to clarify the meanings of these concepts. On the other hand teachers’ pro—
fessional responsibilities are confronting with the real dilemmas which come from referents ambiguity time and space expan—
ding boundary property indistinct prerequisite unbalance and lack. The solution is the reasonable boundary demarcation of
teacher’ s professional responsibilities. Firstly the external boundary only for teachers’ professional life should be ascer—
tained. Secondly the internal boundary of time and space should also be ascertained. Thirdly the dual properties both ob—
ligatory and non-obligatory should be clarified. Finally the power and competence prerequisites should be allocated bal—
anced.
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